
W estminster alums support the Honors College in myriad ways, including 
volunteering their expertise, advocating for honors in their personal 
and professional networks, guiding our students as they consider post-

collegiate pathways, and generously sharing their hard-earned resources. I’ve also 
enjoyed co-hosting alum events around the country this past year in Seattle with 
Hailey Henderson (‘15), New York City with Tyler Palo (‘17), and Denver with Chris 
Roundy (’11). Alumni engagement is the theme of this Impact Report, even though it is 
just a very small testament to the hundreds of ways that alums have supported honors 
over the years. Simply in living full, reflective, intentional lives, our graduates are 
demonstrating the value of a Westminster Honors College education. Thanks to all of 
you who continue living that mission authentically!

Sincerely,

Richard Badenhausen, Dean of the Honors College
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Message from the Dean

“Giving back to Westminster is one of 
the most rewarding aspects of my life. 

Being able to provide monetary support, 
advising support, and volunteering 
support reminds me of all those who 
stepped in, publicly and anonymously, to 
make my own Westminster experience 
remarkable. In our work with the Honors 
College Advisory Board, I’m continually 
struck by how the Westminster 
experience translates across decades, 
career changes, and thousands of miles. 
The four years spent as an undergraduate 
student are the launching platform for a 
lifetime of connections, resources, and 
opportunities!”

Catherine Foster (Honors 
’17), Honors College Advisory 
Board Chair and 2022 winner 
of Westminster’s Outstanding 
Alumni Volunteer Award
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“Strong alumni engagement contributes to the growth and future of 
Westminster through more successful giving days, an active bank of 

volunteers, and a solid pipeline of major donors. Honors College alums personify 
alumni engagement at its best—willing to volunteer their time and talent and 
passionately lean into paying it forward.”

—Heather Stringfellow, Director of Alumni Relations 

Capstone Conversations 

This seminar challenges Honors 
College seniors working on their 
discipline-specific capstone projects 
to reflect on the process of creating 
independent scholarship in an 
interdisciplinary learning context. 
Serving as a supplement to the student’s 
major-specific capstone class, HON 403 
allows seniors to reconnect with their 
first-year honors cohort classmates; 
to engage in interdisciplinary 
conversations that may shed new light 
on their own research projects; and to 
support each other during a journey 
that can be challenging and stressful. 
Students practice communicating 
the meaning of their research for 
more general audiences while getting 
feedback from trusted peers.

EXPECT EXCELLENCE



During the past year, friends of 
honors have supported:

• Honors College student 
attendance at a keynote address by 
activist Angela Davis

• Continuing scholarships that help 
degree completion by Honors 
College students

• Attendance by Honors College 
students at numerous research 
conferences, including on human 
rights at Oxford University

• A teaching/learning retreat for 
two dozen Honors College faculty

• Wellness programming for first-
year Honors College students

• Various book group discussions 
for honors college faculty and for 
honors alums

• A statewide high school essay 
contest involving over 60 schools

• Grants for Honors College 
students to study abroad

SIMONDS SEMINAR ROOM DEDICATED  CATALYZE CHANGE

INVESTING IN HONORS

The Honors College has benefitted from 
some very generous gifts since the last 
Impact Report, including:

• A total of $100,000 for the Simonds 
Seminar Room

• Gifts of $50,000 and $10,000 to existing 
continuing scholarship endowments

• A total of $20,000 to support the new 
Practitioner-in-Residence program

• $5,000 to an existing study abroad fund 
for low-income students

• A $25,000 donation to support special 
initiatives in the Honors College

• $10,000 in support of the annual Honors 
College faculty teaching/learning retreat

facilitate the powerful seminar-style 
learning environment of Honors 
College classes, where students from 
all majors have engaging conversations 
across difference, all in service of our 
mission to help students develop their 
voices and learn to hear the voices of 
others.

This classroom now houses the 
majority of Honors seminars and 
serves as a meeting location for the 
Honors Council and the Honors College 
Advisory Board, among others. The 
remodel took one year to complete and 
resulted from the generosity of many 
donors, who are recognized on a plaque 
in the classroom.

After graduating from Westminster 
with a degree in Economics, Seth 
Simonds earned a graduate degree 
in Applied Micro-Economics and 
Agricultural Economics, which led 
him to develop tools that help ranchers 
mitigate risk by optimizing how they 
employ drought insurance.

The Honors College Advisory Board at its fall meeting in the Simonds Seminar Room. Row 1: 
Hannah Williams (’16), Allie Roach (’12), Marie Martin (’08), Stacie Whitford (’92); Row 2: Pepper 
Hayes (’05), Elaine Sheehan (’18), Heather Brown (’06), Daniel Lewis, Kate Bradshaw (’03), 
Judy Fang (‘99), Taylor Stevens (’18), Board Chair Catherine Foster (’17); Row 3 on screen: Chris 
Cunningham (’15), Brody Leven (’10), Richard Badenhausen, Tofi Ta’afua (’01); Not Pictured: Chris 
Roundy (’11), Alicia Cunningham-Bryant.

Please consider continuing your generous  
giving to the Honors College.  

Visit westminstercollege.edu/support-honors 
or contact Daniel Lewis, vice president of 

Institutional Advancement, at  
dlewis@westminstercollege.edu  

or 801.832.2551.

Honors alums Seth Simonds (‘08) and Stacie 
Whitford (‘92) stand in front of the Simonds 
Seminar room during its dedication.

On September 17, 2022, the Simonds 
Seminar Room was dedicated in 
honor of 2008 Honors alum Seth 
Simonds, whose $50,000 lead gift 
helped establish the first dedicated 
learning space in the 35-year history 
of Honors. This space—which is 
housed in the basement of the Gore 
School of Business—was designed to


